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_ INHABITANTS 
 DORCHESTER in Nb. 


| Grace unto you from God by Jeſus Chrift, 


Beloved in the Lord Jeſus, 


Ou have here preſented to your view, and for your IE 
Imitation in the Lord , the Life of hims that 
4s 18 many of you 4 Spiritual ( as to me 4 | 
"Natwral.) Father: Inefmuch 4s the greateſt ' 


The Compoſer of | this enſuing . Relation * not willing 
that his Name ſhould be publiſhed. But it « done by one 
who hath had the viewing of _my Fathers 'Manuſcripts ; 
4 from whence, 4s well 5 from perſonal and intimate Ac- 
 ©©-, quaintance. of many years continuance, and other wayes, 
he hath been truly furniſhed with the knowledge of what 
Wi | A 2 "oh 


art of his timie in the Miniſtry he was « Labourer in the = 
| Lords Harveſt amongft you; Alſo with you' did he finiſh | _ 
his courſe. There s therefore ſpectal reaſon why what i - : 
© - bere done ſhould be diredted to your ſelves +3 


Moors 1 TO TH Es Es 
6 aA AND | 


Lord required, when the Scripthre ſaith, Remember them © 
that have. taught (aud not ontly them that db teach) rhe. 
Word of God, whoſe faith follow , conſidering the- 
end of their converſation. . What that Dofrine of Faith 
is which your bleſſed Teacher did from the Lord- inſtrut# 


y0u-1n,. 7 need not+{ay; onely Remeinber it, Remember 


his Farcwcll Exhoriation, which &- now-in many of your 


| Houſes, and Oh that it were in. all your Hearts. And as 
for his Converſation , your ſelves: know. that God made 


him Excmplarily Faithfull , Zealous , Putient ,. Humble, 
Holy : Follow him as he followed Chrift, So likewiſe 


pray that he may do who ts. 


Ion Septemics. ' Yours in the Lord alwayes; _ 
' Tncreaſe Mather, © 
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LIFE & DEATH | 
- Mr. Richard. MM ather.. 


He Writing and Reading of the Lives of Wore: 
thy Ones, trath been by ſome accounted 'a-* 
 mongſt the moſt profuable works of men un- 
.} - der the Sun, The Labours of ſome'Learned- 
"SIO - amongſt the Geritiles this way have not 'been 
crc withour benefic, witneſs what is done by Placarch, 
Laertins, Philotratis, Eunapins, Pliny, &c, albeit they are 
to be read with judgement. . But eſpecially the faſthful Deſcrit 
ption of the Lives of thoſe who have been Eminent Teachers 
in the Church, hath 'been tothe , 9s advantage of -after- 
Ages. Many have rea ped: benefit by reading Dorotheis his 
Colle&ionof -the Lives & the Prophets; Apoſttes, and Seventy 
Diſciples of Chriſt: And-('not to ſpeak of the Labours of: 
Gennading,- Epiphanins, Iſdore, and Prichoru of 'old) among. 
later Writers, Shopfin Arademia' Chriſt; ,' and Tofſanus 
concerning ' the \Lives of the Fathers , and: Melchior Adam 
—_— the Lives of - all our Modern Divines, \as farre as he- 
could by 'any means' come to: the- knowledge thereof. The 
pains which Mr, Clark; hath caken in publiſhing 'the Lives of - 
many of 'our Engliſh Wortfies, - hath been proficable:to nor a 
few: And grear: pity it is char'more ſhould-not de dbue tha 
ay. -If theLives of Brightman, Parker, Ames; hed he 
0 


oker, 8&c- were publiſhed to-the' World,” ir might be of 
nerall advantage.” Nor is'it to be doubted but thar there 
been many mg in their Generations,” whoſe Memories are: 
6; A- 3s bur ied- : 
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Vixere fortes ante” Agameninona 
Aulti: Srd wHachrymabiles 

 Urgentur ignot1q, louga | 
Notte, Carent qnia vate Sacre. 
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But it muſt needs be in it ſelf a things pleaſing to God, that 
'his grace towards and in his Servants, and the wonders of his 
Providence about them, ſhould be: kept in remembrance. 
Therefore ſome have written their own Lives,” So did (not to 
mention 7o/ephms, Befarmine, C ardar) amongſt our Worthies, 
Zunins, Cyllinu, Buchanan ;, and. of our. own Nation, Bale, 
Burticn, Hall, Bodly, &c. And the like did this Reverend Man 
who is to be rhe Subje& of the-enſuing Diſcourſe eſſay to do, 
and procceded therein to the 39th year of his Age, but finiſhed 
not what he had purpoſed, It remaineth therefore that ſome 
other ſhould do it, which we ſhall in following words of truth 
and plainneſs endeavour to do. | TIS 
WR is in the Pariſh of /inwick ih the: County of Lan- 
I after, a ſmall Country Town! or Yillage, called: Zowtos : 
In, which Village Richard A1ather was born Awno 1596. His 
Parents T7 homas and A1argarite Aather were of Ancient Fa- 
milies in Lowten aforeſaid, but by reaſon of ſome unhappy 
Mortgages they were reduced nnto-a low condition as to the 
World. Nevertheleſs, God ſo.diſpofed their hearts; that they 
were willing to Educate. this: their Son in: good: Learning :. 
Concerning which: he (after that the Lord: was pleaſed'to be- 
Kow not onely Learning ;but, Grace. upon him) hath fome- 
eimes expreſſed himſelf, ſaying, By what principles and motives 
wy Parents were chiefly induced to;keep: mee at School;, I have. not 
#0. ſay, nor do 1 certainly know,: But this'Þ muſt needs ſay, that. 
thi was the.' fingular' good Providence of God towards mir,” (whe. - 
hath the hearts of all men in his hand) thus to incline the hearts 
of my Parents, for.in this thing th: Lord of . Heaven foewed _ | 
| "OO ſuch + 
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\burjed in the. duſt, for waot.,of ſome one to undertake +his - 
office, whereby their Names might have been perperuared'co 
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Mr "teh af# Mather.” 
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Contemporaviss in that place.” 


o 


-, Nowis Parents being ſtrongly bent in fpiric to have gheir 


| Son Scholar, they fent him tro F/inwick School, which was 


about four miles diflant from his Fathers hoy e. IntheWin- 
ter ſeaſon they boarded him at a/mwich,. but ſuch was his de- 
fre after knowledge, that in the 'Summ 


Learning, and many were trained up by him, 'ſo as to be ſent 
unto Oferd and Cambridge, for cakrudtion in higher Studies ; 
yet was he very ſevere and partial in his diſcipline. Puniu 
was almoſt quite: difcouraged from his © eadies;. when being a 


_ School boy his Maſter” would beat him eight times in a on 
whether in fanlt or in no faufc ; The like Magiſterial harſhne # 
canſed him of whom we wrice, earneſtly deſire that his Father 


would rake hitn from School, and diſpoſe of him to ſome other 


Callirg, Himſelf afterwards, when he had waded through ' 
theſe D fficulties, would ſay, God intended better for me, then I 
would have choſen for my [cif , and therefore my Father, though ' 


in other things indulgent enough , yes in this would never con- 


deſeend to my requeſt, but by putting me, in hope that by his ſprak: 


- ing to the Maſter, things "Would be amended, would ftill over- 


rule'me to go on in my Studies; and good it was for me to be 


over-ruled by him, - and hs diſcretion, rather then to_be left tomy” 

own affeftion and defire, But Oh that all Schootmaſters Would- 

 let#»n Wiſdome, Moderation and Equity towards thiir Scholars, 
#© 


wnd [eck rather-to Win the hearts hildren by righteouc, lo- 


ving, and courteous uſage, then to alienate their mindes by par- 
tiality and undue ſeverity, Which had bern my utter undoing, had 
not the good Providence of God, aud the Wiſdome and Authority * 
of my Father prevented, But thus was that of the. Poet made- 


good ed. 
MITE Multa tulit fecitq, Pher ſudavit & alſit 
Li cupit optatam curſu coptingere metam.”- | 
After 
5 
ak a3 * £7} - rs PR Ore PF".  STOITY E Fe g 2 wake = 


- fat favour,” af had ut brew Bevel te" many wy Pri fers and 
IH 257 £4 $44 kid A ww 3 «ry BE Ef % 


frer know er he travelled-every_ 
Cay thither. Whil'it he was thus at School he mer with no.ſmall 
diſcouragement,for that the Schogimaſter under whom he was, 
athough he had an-exceffent faculty for texhing in Grammar- 
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| 'Aﬀer that he had ſpent ſundry years.in this School;- A 


Popiſh Merchangs coming out of Wales to Warrington, which 
is two miles from #winwich, were inquiſitive wherher, there 
were not any pregnant Wits in that Scheol whom ph ci 
procure for Apprentices, _ Preſently Richard Mather was 


mentioned to them as a pregnant Youth ; ; Whereupon applica» - 


tion was made accordingly to his Father, who was inclineable 
to accept of this Motion, becauſe. now. his Eſtate was. ſo de- 
cayed, that he almoſt deſpaired of bringing up this his Son as 
he had intended, - But here the Finger of Divine Providence 
was obſervable; for when his Father was: ready. thus to pare 
with his Son, and the Childe' to go, the Lord raiſed up the 
heart of his Maſter, to be importunate with his Father: {till to 
keep him at School, profeſljag that it was great pity that a 
Wit ſo prone to'Leartiing ſhould be taken from ir, (as. indeed 
it was ) or that he ſhouſd be undone by Popiſh Education. 
The Perſwaſions of the Maſter ſo farre prevailed, as that. bis 


Scholar was ſtill continued under him, untill the tifccenth year. 


of his Age, 


It was a mercy to. him, that whil't he was yet in his Mino- - 


rity, he enjoyed the publick Miniſtry. of one Mr. Palin, then 
Preacher at Zeagh ; of whom he'would fay, that the remem- 
brange of that man was Comfortable and Honourable in his 
thoughts, even in his old Age, though his knowledge of him 
was in his Childhood : He. then obſerved ſuch a: plain, power-. 


full, and piercing efficacy in Mr, Palins Miniſtry,” as was not. 


to be ſeen in the common ſort of Preachers in'thoſe dayes, by 
means whereof ſome Illumination , though not a through- 
Converſion, was wrought in him. *  _ _ Wha. 

Having been' thus long kept at School, he: was called to. 


leave his Fathers *Family, The occaſion whereof was this,* 


At a place called Toxteth Park near Ziverpcol, there dwelt a 
wiſe and Relig:ous People, who being deſirous of the good of 
themſelves and their Poſtericy, intended ro. ere a School. 
amongſt them, for the Education of their Children, It came” 


into their :mindes to ſend unto the Schoolmaſter of winwick, 


£0 enquire whether he bad any of his Scholars whom he would 


recommend 


the rs MR I, 4 ae. AR. : 
SEAN NETS + 6-2 Pty on oF Ot RNs , 
AS bo 29.0 et ; a rt EET # 
Rte Seat 2 7 IF A LE 
1 « 
. . = 


+8 
Foud 


*,.. 4-0) 
£ . 


£ 


0 


62 
WP 
i 
fv. 
> - 
; 2 : 
þ 4 
-» N 
% : 


Alſo 
Mr, 


s 


OO The Life and Prathof 
. Mr. Harriſon, then-a famous Miniſter at Pyton, Preaching up- 

_ on foh.z.3. concerning che neceſſity of Regeneration, and at- 
the ſame time reading a Book-of Mr. Perkins his, ſhewing how 
farrea Reprobare a go, God bleſſed theſe-three things nor 


onely ro Convittion, bur to Converſion, This was Anno 1614, 
The pangs of the New- birth were exceeding terrible to him, 
inaſmuch as many times when they were at Meals in the Family 
where he ſojourned, he would abſent himſelf to retire urider 
hedges and other ſecret pJaces, there to lament his miſery be- 
fore God, But after ſome time, the Lord revived his broken 
heart, by ſending: the holy Spirir in the Miniſtry of the Word 
to apply the Precious Promiſes of the Goſpel to his Soul. - 
Being thus become a New Creature, he was the more emi- 
nently a Bl: fling in the Family, and in'the Calling which the 
Lord had dif] oled of himin; And ſuch notice'was taken of 
him, as that even from places remote Children were ſent unto 
him for Inſtruction and Education , and many were, by the 


Lords blefling upon his Endeayours, fitted for, and ſent unto 


the Univerſity, Some years having been paſt over in this way 
of Employ, he reſolved ( ay $42) to _ ſome time in one 
of the Univerſities, as apprehending that there, by converſe 
with Learned men, and-other Advantages not el{where to be 
had, he might gain more then by his private Studies in the 
Country. Accordingly he went to Oxford, and continued for 
ſome time there in Brazen-Noſe Coledge,, Being there, he was 
variouſly affected : for it was a joy to him to finde many there 
who had been his quondam Sctiolars. It was alſo a joy 'to him 
that he had ſuch leiſure to follow his Studies, and* By Diſputa< 
tions, Leftures, Books, Conferences with' Learned men, &c. 
marvellous Advantages to obtain a Treaſure of Knowledge. 
Buc his heart being afore this touched with the fear of God, 
«the great. Superſtition and Proplianeſs which he was- forced: 
there to behold, was no ſmall grief unto him, + © 


Soon after his coming to Oxford, he cameinto Acquain- 
tance with the Learned Door oral, who was helpful to him 
in directing him as to the courſe of kis privace Studies, A» © 
' | mongſt other things, he adviſed to reade. the Works of Perer- 
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Ramur; which counſel he followed, and ſaw no cauſe to re- 


pent of his ſo doing. © Buc before he had ſpent ſo mich time 
in Oxxferd as be could have wifhed that he might have done , 
the People in Toxreth, whoſe Children had been [taught by 


him, ſenc to him, deſiring that he would return untothem to 


in tru& not ſo much their- Children as themſelves, and'thar not 
in-meer Humane Literature, bur in the things of God. Thi 
Call, after due Conſideration, for weighty Reaſons he accepted- 


_ of. © Being then returned 80 Toxrerth, he Preached his firſt 


Sermon November 30. 1618. There was a very great Con- 
courſe of people to hear him, and his Labours were highly 
accepted of by the/judicious : Such was the vaſtneſs of his Me- 
mory, as that the things which he had prepared and intended 
ro deliver at once, contained no leſs then fix long Sermons. 
The people having had ſome taſte of his Gifts, were the more 
Importunate in their deſires that he might continue amongſt 
them, *.- And becauſe that could not be' wichout Epiſcopal Or- 
dination, they urged him to accept thereof: Not having at 
that time ſo throughly looked into that part of Ceremoniozs 
Conformity as afterwards, he yielded unto the Motion ; and 


- accordingly was Ordained (with many others on the ſame day 
by DoRtor fortron then Biſhop of Chefer, after the Mode of 


thoſe Times. The Ordination being'over, the Biſhop fingled 
out Mr. Mather from amonglt the reſt, ſaying,. 1 have ſome- 
thing to ſay to 'you betwixt you and me alone, Mr. Mather was 
then afraid leſt ſome Informations might have been given in to 
the Biſhop againſt him becauſe of his Paritaziſm, thereby to. 
prejudice him ; but it hapned to be otherwiſe : for when the 
Biſhop had bim alone, *7 have (faith he) an earneſt Requeſt nu- 
r0 you, and you muſt not deny me ,, It ts that you would pray for © 


' me: for Thnow (ſaid he), the Prajers of. men that fear God will 
avail much,and you I believe are ſuch an one, -Nevertheleſs,after 


that- the Lord gave him to ſee theevil of #he fin of Conformity 
in the whole latitude of it, (for as to the ſubſtance of Confor- 
mity, even from his firſt entrance upon the Miniſtry he ſaw the \ 
evil thereof, and was by Divine Grace kept from being Rained _ 
therewith) his Conforming (although ir was at the ——_ ; 
ni: 7 | 2 . 


” wild 2 PN x $3 OY. as "A 2x 
Lo ned IIS Lo i019 Po EEE en de od RES 
oo Hs AE s Ee 08 98 to. Þ 4 v1 She. I re ; x 
” h - Py IS 7 7 Gf 
- Y "4 4 
; - _ # « P: 
« 
The Lije and Death 4 
: , _ & P 
>_>} 5 {SSN - 


- his people). to accept of. this Ordinatios:from the Pre/ate;' wits 


no ſmail grief of heart to him,, Many years afterone of his 
Sons taking-notice of a torn Parchmenc.in his Fathers Study, 
enquired what. it is; . unto whom his Father replied, That- he 
- rectived that when he-was-Ordained-by-the Biſhop + 4» (faid 


he) T tore is becanſe [ took, 90-. pleaſure n- keeping 4 monument of | 


my ſin and folly in ſubmitting to that Superſtition, the very''res 


membrance whereof ts grievous to me. 


Being as hath been related, ſerlgd in che Miniſtry at Toxreth; | 


he reſolved co change his ſingle condition : - And: accordingly 


he became a Suitor co Mrs. Katharine-Hoylt, Daughter to Ed- 


mund Hoult Eſq, of Bury in Lancaſhire. She had (and that 
delervedly ) the repute of: a very godly and prudent Maid. 
The Motion for ſeveral years met with Obſtrucions, by. reaſon 
of her Fathers not- being affeRted- towards Non-conformable 


Puritans : .But at laſt he gave his Conſent that Mr.. ether - 


ſhould marry his Daughter ; the Mateh therefore was , Con- 


ſummared . eptemb. 29. 1624, God made her-tq, become: a - 


rich Bleſſing to him, continuing them together for the ſpace 
of above 3o. years. .. By her God gave, bim fix Sons, four 


whereof (viz.. Samuel, Timothy, Nathaniel -and foſeph). were 


born in England, and. two (viz: Eleazar and. Increaſe) in 
New-England,  Afﬀeer. his Marriage he.removed his , Habita- 


tion three miles from Toxteth,.to rch-mookong baving there _ 


purchaſed an Houfe of- his own , yet he was wont conltatitly 


Summer and Winter to Preach the Word at Toxteth upon the. 


Lords-dayes. During.his abode there, ' he was abundant in 
Labours in the Goſpel : For every-Lords-day he Preached 
twice at Toxteth, and onceiin a Fortnight on the Third day. of 
the Week he kept a Le&are at the Town of .Ppeſcet, Alſo, 


faithful and powerful Preaching being then rare in thoſe parts, * 
 hedi frequently Preach upon the. Holy d. yes (as: they are cal- - 


led) being often thereuntodelired by godly Chriſtians of other 
Pariſhes in that Country : And this he did, not as thinking that 
there was any Holinefs in thoſe times (or in any other; day-ber 
ſides the Lords-day) beyond what belongs to every day; but 
becauſe thea there would be an opportuuity of great: Aſſem- 


blies, ., 
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_ blies;*a&dit is good caſting the Net where there {s mich Fith : | 


for which'cauſe it might be thar the Apoſtles Preached moſtly 
in Populous Towns'and Cities, and'alfo (which, ſuicerh with 


what we are ſpeaking)"on the Fewyh Sabbaths after their abro- 


eationas to any Religious rye upon Conſcience, for their ob- 
ſeryation. Yea arid beſides all this,” he often Preached at F- 
aerals.. tis true that 'Cartwright, Sherwood, Hilderſham, and 
many other Renowned Non-Confor miſts, have ſcrupled Preach- 
ing Funeral Sermons ,, Alſo in ſome Reformed Churches 'that 
praQice is wholly omitted, yea and Decrees of Councils have 
ſomerimes'been againſt it; bur 'that hath been chiefly upon ac- 


. count'of that Cuſtome'of' Praiſing the: dead upon ſuch occa- 


ſions; and'that many times untruly : Which C:ſtom? (as many 
Learned men have obſerved) is Ethnicall, baving its riſe from 
the Funeral Orations of- the Heathen. Pxblicola made an ex- 
cellent Oration ir Praiſe of Bratzs,. which the People were ſo 
raken with, that it became a Cuſtome that Famous men dying 
ſhould be ſo praiſed,” and when (as Plutarch ſaith. inthe Life of 
Camillns) the Women amongſt the Romans parted with their 


Golden Ornaments for the Publick Good, the Senate decreed, 
 That.it ſhould be lawful tro make Funeral Orations for them 


alſo. - Hinc mortwos laudanai mos fluxit quem nos hodie ſervamns.” 
Pol. Verg. de Rey. Invent, tb.,3% cap.1o. Nor indeed wa? this 
Rite practiſed in theChurch afore che Apoftacy began, FYide 


 Magd. Cent.4. Cap.6, wherefore this faithful Servant of the 


Lord avoided that praQice, his ſpeech at Funerals being taken 
up not with Prailing the Dead, but with 7»/rn&ing the Living, 
concerning Death,the ReſprreQion,theſudgement to'come,and: 


- thelikeſeaſonable Truths; Thus did he Preach the Word, be- 


ing inſtant in ſeaſog and'out of ſeaſon, reproving, rebukins, 


© exhorting, with all long-ſuffering and doQrine. In his pub- 


lick Miniltry in England he went over 2 Samuel, Chap, 2.4, 
Pfalm 4. and Pſalm-16, Proverbs, Chap.t, 1ſtiah, Chap. r. 
and Chap.'6: Luke, 22 and 23"Chapters. Romans, Chap. 8, 
2. Epiſt, to Timothy; 2 Epiff.' of fohn, and the Zpiſtle of 


aa Me T8? T6: = wy | 
- After thathe-had thus painfdſt and faichfully ſpent fiſteen' 


| B-3 Years 
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years in the Work of che Miniſtry, Hetharholds the Stars in _ 
-his right hand, -had more work for him to do elſwhere; and 
. therefore she rage of Saran and wrath of men muſt be ſuffered 
£0 break forth, untill this choice Inſtrument had his-mouth 
ſtopped in_unrighteouſneſs. . The Le&ure which he kept at 
Preſcet cauſed him to be much taken notice of, and ſo was the 
more unto the Adverſaries of the Truth an objec of Envy. 
LT agnam famam & magnam quietem eodem tempore nemo poteff 
acquirere, Quint, - Wherefore Complaints being made againſt 
him for Non-Conformity to the Ceremonies, he: was by the 
Prelates Suſpended, This wasin Auguſt, Anno 1633, Under 
this Suſpenlion he continued untill November following :. But 
then, by means of the Interceſſion. of ſome. Gentlemen in 
Lancaſhire, and by the influence of Simey Byby (a near Allt- 
ance of the Biſhops) he was reſtored again. to his Publick 
Miniſtry, After his Reſtauration he more fully ſearched into, 
andalſo in his Miniſtry handled the Points of Charch-Diſcipline. 
And God gave him in thoſe dayes not onely to ſee, but alſo 
ro InſtruR others in the Subſtance of the Congregationall-Way, 
which came to paſs by his much reading of the holy Scriptures, 
and his being very. converſant in the Writings of Cartwrighr, 
Parker, Baynes, and Ames. But this reſtored Liberry.conti- 
nuedanot long ; for An 1634. Biſhop Neal(he-who was ſome- 
times by King 7ames pleaſantly admoniſhed of his Preaching' 
Popery, becauſe by his cartiage he taught the people to pray 


| for a bleſſing upon his dead Predeceſſor) being now become 


Archbiſhop of York, ſent his Viſitors into Lancaſvire; of whom 
DoRor Couſins ( whoſe Cotening Devotions Mr, Prox hath 
made notorious to the world): was one : Theſe Viſitors being 


come into the Country ws]z Torajs prrracies, kept their 


Courts at Figen ,. where, amongſt many other unrighteous 


proceedings, having Mr. Mather convened before them, they 


paſſed a Sentence of S#ſex/ion againſt him, meerly for his 
Non-Conformity to the Inventions of men in the Worſhip of 

God. It was marvellous to ſee how God was'with him, - 
cauſing a Spirit of Courage and of Glory to reſt upon him, 


_ 1 filling him with wiſdome when he ſtood before thoſe 


Judges, 
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Mr.” Richard Mather. 


Judges, who were not willinz that he ſhould ſpeak for himſelf, 


or declare the Reaſons which convinced 'his Confcience of the 
unlawfulneſs of that Conformity which they. required, Con- 
cerning the Lords preſence with-him at that zime, himſelf doch 
ina Manuſcript left in his'Study thus expreſs it: 7 the paſſas 
ges of . that day, I have this to bleſs the Name of God for, that 


i 


the terror of their threatning wo ds, ' of their Purſevants, and of 


the reft of their Pomp, did not ſo terrific " minde, but that [ 


could. ſtand bifore them Without being daunted in the leaff meaſurt, 


but an{wered for my ſelf ſuch words of truth :n4 ſoherneſs. as the _ 


Lord put into my month, net being afraid of their faces at all : 
Which ſupporting and comforting preſence of the Lord 1 count not 


' mach iſs mercy, then if 1 had been altogether preſerved ont of 


their hands, © 


_ Being thus filenced from Publick Preachin! the Word, means 
was again uſed by Mr. Mathers friends to obtain his Liberty , 
but all in vain, ' The Viſitor asked” how Tong he had been a- 


| Miniſter? Anſiver was made,” That he had' been in the Mini- 


ſry fifteen years. . And (faid he) how often hath he worn the 
. Surplefs ? Anſwer was returned, That he had never worn it. - 
What (ſaid the Y:fitor, ſwearing as he ſpake it) preach Fifteen 


nears and ntver wear a Surpleſs ? It had been better for him that 


be bad gotten Seven Bufftards, This was a Viſitors judgement, - 


80s y uy18's. 


Wherefore the caſe being thus, he betook himſelf "to a pti-- 
vatelife: and no hope being left of enjoying Liberty again 


in his Native Land, foreſfecing alſo Eee Divinat) the ap- 
proaching Calamities of Enpland, he.1 

mto Ntw-England, The principal Arguments” whereby he 
was Convinced that he had a Divine Call :o engage in ſo grear 


and hazardous a Deſign, he drew up together, and pnt them 


. intoform, Which becauſe they are-of weight, and becauſe 
| PoſteFiry may chereby:;ſes what were the ſwayingMotives which 


prevailed with the firſt-fathers-of N. Z. to venture vpor 
that unparallel'd Undertaking, even to Tranſport themſelves, - 


their Wives and Little ones, over the rude Waves of the valt 
Ocean, into a Land which was-not ſown . . We ſhall therefore 


bereinfert chem, . | 8 Argements - 


e meditated a Removall 


"IN 
+, 


The i I wy d beth 


« Aeghnitey rending to prove the Removing From 
* 01d England to New, or to ſome ſuch like place, - 
*to be nor-onely lawful ,  bur-alfo neceſſary- for 

: © them that arc not otherwiſe tyed, but free, 


ARGUMENT þ 


| Propoſ T* 0: remove from 4 corriipt Charch 1 t0 4 purer, 
* is neceſſary for them that are\ not —_—_ 
<1yed, but free : as appears, *. ' 


«© 1, If a purer Church be a better . gift VO a corrupter | 


«© Church, the aforeſaid Removing mentioned i in me Propo- 
** {ition, is ; neceſſary. ro 

The reaſon! bf. hn Contenamata, Becauſe » we are com-" 
* mandedto. chooſe the beſt gifcs, 1:Cor.1 ef3F, i; 
*© But apurer Church isa better. gife then a 'Church more 
*corrupt,! 'Ergo, 
« 2, If,we ſhould not alecelitls endanger our Gigs to 
*« be coxrupied, then: the Remoying megti0nept in the Prope- 
© Gtion, is neceſſary, 
«« .The Reaſon of the Conſequence | is, Becauſe by ſtaying 
« voluntarily in places corrupt, we do' endanger our ſelves 9 
** be corrupted, 1 Cor,5.6. Ecclef:9.18. 
* _ Burt that is forbidden, by the fixth Comriandment, Ergo. 


© 3. If ,we; ought not to. behold evil-/vohuntarily, then the 


* Removing mentioned in the Propoſicion,'is nece uy. 

14. The Reaſon of the Conſequence is, Becauſe by ſtaying 
* voluntarily in corrupt places, when we are free to FEmave, 
* we do behold evil yoluncarily, 


+ But that we ought not, P/al, 119.37, Ergo. 


Aſſumption. *©But 'ts remove from England: fo N. 'B. 
& or ſome ſuch like place,” is to remove from 4 Gorruptir 
© Charch 10 4 purer. Ergo. I 


ARGUN. 
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ARGUMENT | n 


; te «T4 remous umn h with Hop 
1s 66 Profeſſors of of is are* pnſewed, Ht 4 
66 quietneſs and ſofa, on neeeſery for pre th f 


| This: appears by theſe Arguments ; UE, 
« 1, That which hath 3 Nintge: Anpandes: fax ir, is 
[ 4 * neceſſary, 
| Bur ſo'ir is here, . Matth. ro. 23: 
i 2, That which hath the imicable and Commended Example 
5 of - Chriſt, and other faichful Servants of God for ir, is ne- 
* ceſſary, Aat.11.29. 1: Pet.2:2*; 1 Fok;2.6, Phil.3.17, 
* Butto remove from Perſecution hach rhe imitable Example 
- * of Chriſt; Mfarth2.14. & 12. 15 Luke 4, 10; Joh, 8.59. 
« # 10.39. And of ,other-faichfub Servants of. God', +:z, 
- of Elias,. 1 Kings 19,3. 2aſcs, Exo0d,2.15. Pal, AQs 9. 
$ | Erpo, ::...-: 
+ £4 If C4 removins from Perſecution nw man-is not 
5 otherwiſe tyed, but free, be a Tempting of God; an expo- 
* ſing of ones ſelf to unneceſſary danger, ani fo again(t the 
** fixeh Commandment ; Then the removing mentioned in the 
** Propoſicion of this ſecopd Argument, is neceſſary, TY wa, 


{ 6G 


ind 
of more 
are 0, 


But the former is true, Ergo, _ - - 
6 . 4, If. not removing from Perſecution when a man is þ free, 
© bea-wrong to the Church, then the Propoſition is true, 

66. TheReaſonof the Conſequerice i is,” Becauſe we ought not 

* to wrong,: but to ſeek the benefit and ſalyation'of the Church 

 * and Ele& of 'God, PERR as'is'in us, 1Cor.10.33, 2 Tim, 
- #2240Þ'--; 

6« Burnot removing as aforcfaid is 2 wrong to the. Church, 
FJ.  ** becauſe ir deprivethrthe-Church' of the. benefic. of "ſuch a 
4 ©. © mars lifeandpains, as might if he had peace and liberry, be 
* profitadleto:che/Church, whereas a voluntary ſtaying in 

6 places. af-Perſecution, &e.- doth hinder profic and benefir 
h.. * which che Church mighe'c receive by ſuch + man, 
C 
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<«eth of, and in a time of criall.avilt utter it ſelf, as-appears by 
** mans Nature made, Z:4/ty, 30. connſel+ thoſe that were nor 


« the Profeſſors revolred in t 


: 


| «rake | to avoid the Reali.; and. Mr. Bradft ord On the ſame 
"6 rm the ſame counſel to. E rkinald Rawlins and his 


* Wife: "As &- Mon, Pol.3. pag. 518. & pag.319. 


Aſſumpr. © But 19: remavie from Old England to New, 


'< 1510 remove” from a place where the Trath and Profeſ- 
« ſors of it are perſecuttd:, to. « place: of mare, quict- 
© neſs,  Erg0s: | .* idea 


| ARGUMENT. UL. 


Propol. ' © 7 remove. from a place where we cannt enjcy- 


% 


» 


« all the Ordinances of God,-needfal tothe well being of 


&« Churches and particular Chriftrans in vegard of their 
« Spiritual eſtate, unto a place where we may, u necef- 
& ſary for them that are free. © BE 


2 


r. Becairſe we are commanded; to ſeek.all Spiritual blef- 


& 


 ** ſings, with all the” means of the ſame,” Aſareb:6.33. 7ofh.6. 


"27. Coli3,h als bobget of lo 200 

5 2, Becauſe the Spouſe of Chriſt will not reſt ſeeking her 
*« Beloved, till ſhe finde him in the- fulleſt means,” Cart. 1. 7; 
CRLIEL:* Coat os "i 
*© Z.. Becauſe there is none of. the Qrdinances of God, but 


« they are needful and proficable for the preſervation and. 


«growth of Churches and Chriſtiansiin grace. - Fo think any 


« of them nor needful, or riot profitable, were to diſparage- 


«the Wiſdome of himthat appointed:them.. - 


** 4, Becauſeif ir be neceſſary'ro remove for:the enjoying 


*« of fome of Gods Ordinances, ic is neceſſary\to remove for 
*© the enjoying of all, and in the want,of anyone, ' * 


CC.. 


5+ liberty. 


&« * 5; Becauſe a-mans frailty is oft-times more then he know- 


; The Reaſon of the Conſequence is, Becauſe'it cannot be - 
**ſhewed from Scripture, at what- Qcdinance a man /is ſer at 


/# 


"Spray. 


© moreareany 


5. of -a true Church 


Afumpt. © But that the Renal is neceſſary fir ihe my 
 * opment of ſome of Gods Ordinances, as- for Preaching 
« of the Word, will ndt be denied. Frgo. © 


XR GUMENT. IV; 


Propeſ. © To remove from @ Charch where the Diſcipline 
« of Chriſt is wanting, to a Church where it may be enſoy- 
*ed, us neceſsary tothem that are free. _ 


<6 71, If Diſcipline bean Ordinance of Chriſt,: then the Re- 
&« moving mentioned in the fourth Argument, is neceflary. 

«©  TheReaſonof the Conſequence is, Becauſe the voluntary 
&« wanting any Ordinance of Chriſt is ſinful, - :, 

«© Beſidesthe third Argument*ſhewed, That Removal for 
* the enjoying: of all Gods Qrdinances, .is neceſſary to them 
& that are free, a D 

« Bur Diſcipline is an Ordinance of Chriſt, 24atth.16.19. 
* & 18.17. - Ergo. | 


even ſoareall,' .. 


'« 2, If Diſcipline beapart of Chriſts Kingdome, and 2ne-. 


* ceſlary and effeftual means for preſerving the Church, and 
** the other Ordinances from corruption, then the removing - 
* mentioned in the Propoſition is neceſſary. WT oa 
& . The Reaſon of the Conſequence is, Becauſe the voluntary - 
* wanting any part of Chriſts Kingdome, any neceſſary and. 
* effectual means to preſefive the Church from Corruption, is | 
« ſinful, Zake 19.14,27. Pſal,2.3, Second Petition in the Loras 
© Prayer. 0 $4 he 
&«, ur Diſcipline is a part of Chriſts Kingdome, a neceſſary 
* and <ffe@ual means, & c, '1/4.9.6, 1 Cor.15. 24. Ergo. 
6 3. If removing from -a Family where is no Government 
[ <A ** Or 


- 


* or good order for pp wrga Cant wiki, to'an- 


_  *gther whereis, 'be-neceſſary for.0ge-that is free ;-<hen- the 
- * removi z mentioned.” in the Pro aha! torts Ange 


'* ment is ecefſiry.. ... OY 


The Reaſon br the Conſequence is, Becauſe: thereis one 


6 Gd the ſame Reaſon'for both,. ._ - | 
*. But removing from ſuch a Family is neceſſy for one that 


_ -*is free, Becauſe a voluntary.ſtaying in places ® uy is a 


* Temp:ing: of God, Erge, , * 


| Aſlumprt. © But 10 remove from Old England: 20 New, 


<* is 10 remove. fronj 6 Church where the Diſcipline of 
<« Chriſt s wanting, 10 4 Church where it : way be. en 
00 19h Ergo. | 


ARGUMENT” 'V: 


Propoſ. «To remove 7 Hg place oh the Miniſters of 


 * God are unjuſtly inhibited from" the execution of heir 

& Fundtions, 10 4 place where they may more freely exe- 

How the ſame, is neceſsary to them TE are. not other- 
©piſe tyed, but free, 


« 1, Godhath ſometimes commanded a removing in ſach a 


«caſe as this, ic.2.6,10. Aﬀs22.18: 


G6..:--2.: Toe godly have practiſed a removal i in fuch- a caſe, 
«<2 Chron.11.14,16. Atts 13.46: 


6. 3; The Miniſters gifts and- talents ſhould: -not beidle; bur | 
*. be imployed for the Churches profic, 1 Cor. 12.7: 1 Pet.4.10% 


© 4. The fin of inhibiting the Lords Miriſters, 'is a fore- 


Bs xo of ſome ſudden and grievous Judgement, Ila. 30. 


* 10;13.. when..it is for no cauſe, o# for rifles, Ia. 29.31. 
Aſſumpr. « But to remove from Old England to. New, i 


* to remove from a place where the. Miniſters af 'God are 
may more” 


 « unjuſtly inhibited, to a_ place where they 
6« "ſire execute their Fandons, - Ergo 
| 2027 ARG! 
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402 ARGUMENT. vi 


» 


propoſ. © &c 7 0 remove foom 4 place hats are. fuaif fie 0 | 


"6 pf rr rac , 16 a place where one may have well- 
& Lroundea d hope of. preſervation, and of Gods 6 pot, ; 
' *© 45 neceſſary torthem that are free. 


- 6: 4, Bacauſe i iris the property of a wiſet man: to forckee the 


_ "plague, and to hide himſelf, Prov;22;3.. 

2. Becauſe God hath commdnded ro remove in ſuch caſe, - 
— a 2.10, So Lot was commanded to go our.of Sodom, be-- 
6; **fore the deſtruQion'thereof, Gen; 19; 

3. Becauſe there 'are_ commended Examples of them- 
" RA have. done this; as of Noab retiring : into. the- 
<Ark,- Lot leaving Sodom , The godly leaving Zernſalem, a 


; lictle before the laſt deſiruRion thereof by the Romans, and-+ 


« poing one Pella, - See Brinſley in Trace Waich,. Part 3. 
« pag: 76,118. Cartwright on Prov. 22. 3. ane uni on \ 
« , Revell, 12.14. 


4+ Becauſe Narure reacherh to. . ſeek, Ones. own Preferva-- b- 


« * tion.” | 
"Becauſe che {xth Commandment teacherh the ſame, - 


6 and makeck voluntary ſtaying if pA of Sanger to be: a 


vt * degree of Self- wurcher,, 


ks Aſſumpr. <<. Bux t0-remoue ie few Old: England zo New, 


© is to remove from 4-place where arc Tigns of; fearful 
6 Deſolation,to place wherg one. may ewe a 4 ons | 
« hope of Gods protefFion... : F) 


« - This Aſſiim ption is made egood by the: proof of two 0 things: ; 
« Firſt, That in ry England there are, many ſigns of feartul 
<« Heſolation:- Now figns 6 Deſolation.are uch as:theſe; and. 
« wURne they be found in En2/and, ler it be conſidered, 

1. Abundance of fin and finners, Le 41,2, fer.s 9. 

2. 1mpunity of -ſin and ſinners, 
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*17.28,29, Zeph,1.12, 


cc 


© 44:26; 


*« atlarge, That the 


4 +3, GeneralSecurity, 1 Theſſ.5. 2, 


3» 


"18 4 * 
 Matth,24.38. Luke 
W-2 


*, 4. Theraking away of Gods dear and Faichful Servants, 


6. Warnings by the Lords Miniſters, Ames 3.7. Iſai. 


$69 Rented of . Gods wrathful Judgements on-others 
uns, 1-7; I2, Rom.11, . Mr, Brinſley 

ame fins which brought the; Captivity of 
*70years on fadah, do as much abound in:Eng/aud as ever 


ſheweth 
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< they did in 7#4h; and that therefore we may certainly expe | 


© defolation for our fins, unleſs courſe, were taken ſpeedily by 


<© seneral Repentance and Reformation to pacifie the Lords 
«wrath, In 3d Part,of True Watch, throughout the whole 


cc 


«Book, - and\more eſpecially in.peg;493. & 503, &s. 
 Theother thing to ap i 


* New-England one may have well-grounded hope of Gods 


< proteion,, and for that there are theſe Reaſons ; 
x. The Promife of God to. preſerye. Churches and Chri-- 
{ {tijans which purely obferve his Word and Ordinances, faich- 


« fully execuje Juſtice and Judgement, &c,  'For which, ,ſce 
2. Revel. 3, 89,10. 1/*. 


<« theſe places ; 1/a.4. 5,6. 2z.Cor.1s 
*©52.17. & 54.17. OE 7. 4 
2. The Example of Gods proteting and preſerving ſuch 


LC 


the Aſſumprtipn; is, That in -- 
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« in former time, as 2 Chron, 17, 3;49%10:. Along as 1/ract: 


6 ke [8 and walked in Gods WAYES, " no. Enemy | was-a ble to pre-, LN 
* vail againſt them, &c. | hn of 
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3. No inſt#nce can be given to the contrary, when God 
© eyer ſuffered any people to periſh thar did pur 
* Ordinances, and execute Juſtice and. Ju 
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ment; untill by 


* their defeRtion and (in they had, forfeited. 
*© and made chemfſelves nake 
+ part from them, ' Zrgo, 
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ir happinels, 
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An ar concernify Minifters onelys, , 


6 IT remove. from focha place where the Paſtors of the- 4 
© Con es Cannut. exerciſe, the Lords Dy ipline | 

77,5. HOY tubing and Governing "their own Flocks by Cen- 
= & ſuring thoſa, that ought 10. be Cenſared , &c. t0'a 
© place where they ay do ae wh0 20k for them that 


© iye free. 


[' - © x, Becauſetheyare POEEOLT ro fulfill ods Miaiſtrys- 
| * and co perform all che parts of' their. Paſtoral Office, Colef 
 * ©4717. 2 Tim.4.5. And this of Adminiftring the Keyes of 
ay Diſcipline i is one, Matth.16.19.' 
_ 2: Becauſe Chriſt hath no where diſpenſed wich themin 
< any part thereof, 
| © 3, Becauſe God hath feproved: chem tha haye failed to 
| we: do this, Rev. 2.70, 
pf eat” 5 Becauſe Parents and Maſters are bound to removeif | 
a”. Ip. were in ſuch Commonwealths, where 1 wy might. nat - 
< be ſuffered to Rule and Govern cheir own Children and 'Ser- 
*yants,. 1 te Reaſon whereof is, Becauſe they are bound to - 
— *preſerve. their Children. and Servants: from * far over- 
_ * thrown, if it be in their power ;- bur where ſuch re caint Ss, 
4 are in danger to be overthrown. 
| ow the Conſequence of the: Reaſon is; Thir then Mini-- 
4 LY —_ Deing, chem are bound to remove, if It be i in ſuch - 
| | = placewherethey may nor govern own 
s « The Re eaſon "heh - arned 2 Becaaſs of Parents 
< 2nd Maſters leh "their Chil ron nd'S Servants, and: of Pa- 
[ *ſtors over their Congre $, there is par Ratio, Thar if 
[ '. .. <-one be bound in caſe a talk to remove, ..the other are 


S's < bounCintis like, ale to xemoveallo. . oc 


S ' Ip Theſe Ar nments wete thus SR to the 2 PE 
1 of ſome rl ee ſers; and-. 0 er Chriſtians in; Lancaſhire, a, 
S. < ſeveral Meciogs! fe that end, . 'Notung x was ſatisfaQtorily fai 
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to-take off the ſtrength of- theſe Reaſons: But many. were ' 

* thereby perſwaded that his. Call ro. New- England. was clear, 

Y -yeaeven his own people at Tox/eth, who did fo dearly love his 

E Perſon, and highly prize his Miniſtry, yer. thought he was 

E.\\ \now Called.of God to leave them, And bereunto he was the. 

- more inclined, by ſome Letters of Mr, Cottons and Mr, Hockevs 
who were lately arrived in New- England, and wrote (as then 
there: was. cauſe ) very encouragingly unto godly people to 

, come after them, Mr. Hooker in one of his Letters had this 
Expreſſion; In 4 word ( ſaich he). if 1 may ſpeak, my own 
thoughts fully and. freely, .though there are very many places Where 

men may recerve and expitt more Earthly Commodities, yet [ go 

believe there ts no place this day upon the face of the Earth, Where 
a gracious heart and a judicious head may receive more ſpiritual 
ood ro himſelf, and do -more temporal and ſpiritual gooa- to 

. otheys, FX, HE WEE 577 PR 

Being then fully ſatisfied concerning the &earneſs of his 

"Call for New- England, after many Prayers, and extr aotdinary | 

_ ſeckings-unto God, he engaged upon: the Tranſportation af 
himſelf and Family thicher, His parting with his Peopleaad 
-other Friends in Lancaſtire, was ike Paul's taking his leave af | 
Epheſus, wich much ſorrow, many tears being ſhed by thoſe 
who expected to. fre his face no more in; this world, This . 
Journey was begun in April 1635. , when he travelled to 
Briftel in'order to taking Ship there, . Inthis Journey he was -_ 
forced ( as. ſometime Brentins was) to- change his outward 
"Habir thar he mighe travel i»cognito, beeuuſe Purſevants were 
deſigned to Apprehend him, but by chis means he eſcaped 
them, From Briſto/ he' ſer Sail” for. New» England: Hay 23.” T 
1635, The Lord, after manifold Trials of Faith and Patjencs, © 
brought him in __y to the deſired Hayen. Tt is ſeldome 4 
known, that a man deſigned in Gods Eternal Counſel ro ſpe- = 
cial Service for. his Name, doth not at one cime. or other ex- 
perience Eminent Deltverances of Providence : So it was with 
this Seryant of the Lord not once nor cewice,.; Sundiy:etri- 

-nent'Salyations from deadly Dangers "did the. Lord youchfafe 

"M4 uno him in his Childhood, which he would ſpeak of in uy | 

| Ry b. . ——” S +4 ; old 
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- he guided the Ship paſt the Reck , aſſwaged the violence of ' the Sea- 


. -bebl:ſſed for ever ! 


more to be taken,notice of,” becauſe -the lives of ſeveral -Choice - 
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| breauſe: we ſeemed to drive with full farce of ind: direfth npov 
.a mighty Rock, landing out 'in fight. above Water,” ſo that wedid 4 
but continually wait whtn we ſhould htar and. feel the deleful craſt- bo: 3 
ing of the Ship upon the Rock. » In thus extremity: and appearance- I 
of. Death, 4 Afro and diſtrativu monld ſaffer #«, 'we cries - & 
tothe Lord, | aud he was pleaſed to have compaſſion upon us *. for 

by his over-rmling Providence, and his own immediate good, hand, 


and of the Wind, It was a day :much: to.be remembred, becauſe 
on that day the Lord granted #4 as wonderful 4 deliverance, as-[ 
think, ever any people had felt. The: Seamen confeſſed they never- 
knew. the like. The Lord ſo imprint the memory: of it inzaur 
hearts, ' that Wwe may -be the better fort, and bt carcfml to. pleaſe 
him, and to walk, uprightly before him as Jang as welive, And 
T7 hope we- ſhall not forget the paſſages of that morning until! our - 
dying day, - In all this grievous. Storm my. fear was the leſs, 
when 1 conſidered the clearneſt of my Calling (rom God this Way, 
And in ſome meaſtre (the Lords holy Name be. bleſſed for it). he 0 
gave u6 hearts contented and Willing that he ſhould do with us aud 'A 
ours what he pleaſed, aud what might be moſt for the glory of hw = 
Name, and in that we-reſted our ſelves. But. Wwhen- news Was: - 
brought us into the Gun-room\ that the danger was paſt, Oh how 
our hearts did then relent, "and melt within uw! we' burſt out into. 
rears of joy amongſt our ſelves i love unto our gracious Goa,'.and 
admiration of hu kindneſs, in granting to his poor. Servants fuch - 
an Extraordinary and Miraculous Deliverance. . Hit holy Name - 
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Thus farre-is Mr. Mathers Relation of this fignalProvi- .- + 
dence, as left” written with his own hand. . And this is. the 


Inſtruments of Gods Glory, werethen ſaved ::For-nor onely: 

Mr, Mather himſelf, but two of his Sons, who.are now fanch- . 

full Miniſters of God, were in that Veſſel ; and ſo-likewiſe:.  * 

was that Worthy: Miniſter of Ghriſt Mr. foxathan-4{irohell,... 

late Fairhful and Famous Paſtor of the. Church of -Cambridge., - * © 

in New-Exgland, he. being_chen @ Childe of -Eleven;years af 
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Age.” Alſo this Deliverdnce'is the more remarkable, in that 
ſeveral Veſſels were caſt away inchat-Storm, * A Ship called the. 
_  Angil Gabrith, which ſet out from Briſtol with the Yeſlel 


> 


wherein Mr: father was,” being then. at Anchor at Pemiguid, 
was'broke'n pietes ; and. rhe very ſame ftravge-and ſudden 
eurh of Wind which ſaved the. Veſſel wherein Mr, 4Zgther was, 
ruined the other which-came from Zng/and at the ſame time. 
Aſſo there was then a Ship, going between Piſcaragya atid the 
Bay, which was caſt away 4n this Storm, and all the people 
therein loſt, except rw that were ſpared to report the News. 


| And amonplt others'in thar Veſſel which then periſhed, there 
- was a precious Miniſter of the' Goſ p 
I! 


wich his Wife and five Children all*periſhed, This Miniſter 
(though it be a Digreſſon, yer the, Story being ſa worthy 'of 
remembrance, let it here be recorded') every moment. ex- 
peRing chat the next Wave would bea Wave of .Death, lifted 
up his eyes ro Heaven, ſaying, Lord, 7 caunot challenge.a Pro- 
miſe of the preſervation of 'my' life, but according ta thy Cove- 
»ant 1 challenge Heaven : Which he had” no ſooner ſpoken, - but 


&,"2iz, Mr, Avery, who 


a Wave immediately came and ſwept him away, and fo wafted 


him to Heaven indeed. ' And by the way let it furcher be - 
noted, That this whicPhath been mentioned is the onely Veſſel 
which miſcarried with Paſſengers from Od England to New; 


| ſo fignally did the Lord/in his Providence own che Plantation 
" of New-Engvland, Bn 5 


Bur_{co digreſs no further) this Storm being allayed, the 
Lord brought them ſafe to an Anchor. before Boſton, Auguſt 
17. 1635. Mr. Mather abode with his Family for ſome 


- Moneths in Bofon;' and both lie and his gracious, Conforg 


zoyned to the Church there. 


_ " Being: thus' by a mighty hand and-an our-ſtretchied Arm 


brought into New-England, * Motions from ſundry 'Towns 


were ſoon preſented to him, deſiring that” he: would imploy - 


the Talentwhich the Lord had enriched him. with, for the work 
of-the Miniſtryamongſt them, Ar the ſame time he was de- 
fired at Plimonth, Dorcheſter, and Roxbury, Being ina great 


_ {ftrair'in his -own-minde.which of 'theſe /»vit;tions to accept 
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| of, Conlidering that in difficuſr caſes Counſel is an. Ordinance 


of 'God, whereby he'is wont to diſcover. his will, he there: 


| forereferred himſelf to the Advice of ſome judicious Friends; 


amongſt whom, 'Mr. Corton and Mr. Heoker were.chief, , who- 
met to Confult of this weighty AM.ir,; And. their. Advice/was, 
That he ſhould accepr of, che Motion from. Dorchefter, 'Which 
bring accordingly accepted of: by him, . he did. (by che helpiof- 
Chriſt) ſer upoa that great Work of Gatheriug:a Chareh , the 
Church which was firſt planted in that place being remoyed 
with the Reverend Mr. z/arham to Coneficor.. ., There was an- 
Eſſay cowards Githering a Church April: 1. 1636. bur by 


- reaſon that un igran; 7 gd Neighbour- Churches were not. 


ſatisfied, concerning ſome that were- intended- Members of 
char Foundation, the Work-was deferred. untill. Augsſt 23... 


when a Church was Conſtituted in. Derchefer- according to the 


Order of the Goſpel, -by Confeſſion and Profeſiion of Faith; 
and Mr, Mather was choſen Teacher of. that . Church...  - 
Being thus again ſetled in the Lords, Work,- he. therein,con- 
rinued unto his dying day ;. the-Lord making him an Eminent. 
Alciling not onely to Dorcheſter, but to all the Churches. and. | 
Plantations.round about, for the ſpace of 'near upon Four and. 
thircy years. FO Oe 2x 3 -M 
It is a-true Obſervation which many from Zxther have taken. 
up, v:z; That three things make an able Nivine, , 
1, Meditatio, Study. Such'an one muſt give himſelf to, © 
Reading and Medication, SIEILES 2h, ant 
2. O#atio., Prayer. A: Mani of God muſt be a; man of- 
Prayer,even ever & anon upon his knees before. God : And,exe. 
Oraſſ? eſt bene Studuiſſe. Bradford the Martyr and Cartwright: 
the Confeſſor, ſtudied kneeling. * "bgfi 3 
3., Tentatio, Temptation. As when Chrift was-to enter 
uf 04 his Pub'ick Miniftry he. was grievoully tempted; ſo-it-is! 
wont to be wich his Servants, and. ſo ic was with this good- 


. man, The Lord having great Service for him to do, he.muſt, - 


imdergo great Tempratisns, that he might be the better fired, 
for thac whereunto he was called. oo on 
Whercfoze before, -and.for ſome. years after. his accepting, 

- ERS Office... 
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Office Relation in Dovchefter, he was in much Spicitual diſtreſs 

by reaſon-of -uncertaincies concerning 'his own Eternal eſtate, . * 

; He did*(as.in wiſdome he was bound co) keep rheſe troubles” 

"M ſecrer from!men;: onely he revealed rhe diſtreſs of his' Soul co 

1 _- that great Divine' Mr.” Nerton, then' Teacher ro the Church 
in-/pſwich, unto whom: (under* Chriſt), God gave the tongye 
of the Learned 'to'fpeak a word in ſeaſon, whereby his Soul 
was \Comforted;; the Lord'giving tum to ſee thar he was 
walking Heaven in the ſame way that David,” Aſavb, Heman, . 

_ 6&6; hadigone beforehim® tt EET OO 

During the' time 'of | his Pilgrimage in New-England he” 
under-went not ſo'many Chanpes, as before that he had done; . 
for he-never removed his Habitation our of Dorcheſter, albeit 
he. had orice: ſerious thoughts that: way , bY reaſon thar. bis. 
old people in:Toxterh, after-that the Hirrarchy. was depoſed*in. 
England, ſent to him; deſiring his return ro them : Bur Dor- 

© cheſter was in-no wiſe willing to forgoe their intereſt in him,. 

| therefore: he-left them not, Nevertheleſs, he did in New- 
England (as in'a Wilderneſs might be expected) experience - 
many Trials'of -his' Faith -and' Patience. - That \which of out- 
ward Afflictions did-moſtagrieve- him, was the Death of. bis 
dear Wife,- who-had-been for ſo many yes the greateſt out- 
ward Comfort arid Bleſſing which he: did enjoy: Which Af- 
fiction was the moregrievous, in thar ſhe being a Woman of 
fngular'Prudencefor ''the Management of Afﬀuirs, had taken. 

_ off from her Husband all Secular Cares, ſo that he wholly de-- 

_ vored: himſelf-ro” his Study,. and' co Sacred: ſmployments.' 
After-he-had continuedin the ſtate of 'Widowhood a year and: 
half,” he. again changedihis' Condicion , and was Married"to' 
the pious: Widow of-that deſervedly Famous Man of God 

. Mr; fob Cotton; and her did God make a Bleſſing and a. _ 
Comfort to-him during the remainder of higdiyes; | 

"Old Age now being-come upon him, he was ſenſible of the: 
Ioficmities thereof, being'in his lacter 'year's/ fomerhing* thick 
_ of Haring : Alſo (as it was with great Zanchy) the light in” 
| _— one of his Eyes failed, ſeven years before his Death. Yet 
|  Gad gave him Health of Body and Vigour*® of Spirit in a won-- 
| EY DR: ; D: 3, | - derfuli - 
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| "The Life and Death of ' 
_'derfulmeaſare, *ſo as thar. in fitry years together, he was noe _ 
by Sickneſs detained ſo.much as one Lords-day from Phblick 
Labours, Which. continued Healch ( as:to Natural 'icaufes;) 
proceeded partly from his. trong Conſtieurion! of Body; 'and 
_. partly from his accuſtoming himſelf to a plain-and' wholfome 
| Diet. Bona Dieta eft potior quoves Hippocrate: ' He never. 
made uſe of any Phyſician, nor was he ever in all. his life ſick 
of any acute Diſeaſe, Onely the two laſt: years of his Life he 
was ſorely afflited with that Diſeaſe which ſome'have called 
Flagellum Stadioſoram, viz. T he Stong;; Which-atlaſt 'brought 
him to an end of all his Labours and Sorrows. © © 
Concerning the Time and Manner of his Sickneſs and Death 
thus it was, There being ſome Differences in Botox, Counſel 
from Neighbour-Churches was by ſome deſired, 'to dire& 
chem in.the Lord whac-ſhould: be done: ' Accordingly the 
Churches ſent their Meſſengers, and Dorcheftcr: Chureb, a- 
mongſt. others, ſent Mr. /ather their” aged Teacher, who 
Aſſembled in Boſton, April 13. 1669. He was, betaufe of 
his Age, Gravity, Grace and 'Wiſdome wherewich the Lord 
had endowed and adorned hjm, 'choſen-the Afoderator inthat 
Reverend Aſſembly, For divers dayes after his being thusin 
Conſultation, he enjoyed his Health -as formerly, or +rather 
better then for ſome time 'of late. + Bur''as Zather when Af- 
ſembled in a Synod was % rprized: wich a! violent "Fit-of rhe 
Stone, whence he was forced: to- return home, his. Friends 
having little hopes of his life ; ſo it- was with this-holy- man, 
For April 16. 1669. he was in the night, 'being then! in-his 
Sons houſe in. Boos, taken excetding i!/-through'a-corall 
ſtoppage of his Urine. The next morning he therefore re-" 
turned home to. Dorcheſter, Great: was the favour of Gad. 
cowards .him ,. that he ſhould. be: found: about ſuch Heſſed : 
Fork asthen he was i gaged in, for the Lord found himfin-: 
cerely and;earneſtly endeavouring to be a Peac>-maker. His 
being thus caken when at a Synod, ' brings rqminde that:of the ! 


: G (Y:BAN Phens ; | ; 


Viximus in Synodu, '& jans moriemi 41 tis. Fe (=h. 
| | ow 
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Triende would have had:him anfivered to ſome Enquiries which ' 
ferred them wholly tothe things whictr he had raught them in * 


_ -his health, becauſe then he had enough to do to grapple wich 


his own bodily weakneſs , &c, Neither did.this good-/man 
ſpeak much in his 'laſt Sickneſs either ro Friends or to his: 


_ . Children, -Onely' his Son whois now Teacher of a Church - 
in Boſtoy ,  conjing'to 'viſie his Father, and perceiving the 


'Sympromes of Death 'to'be-upon him, ſaid unco him, Sir, if 


| diſconraged we.” ' F- have thought that pixſons -might* have Right | 


JT fee no'cauſe 


that gerſons qualified according - to thi Fifth Propoſition of the 
late Synod-Book:, "have. Right "16" Baptiſm for their: Chil-- 
a, "3 [5 "3, Þ. 775. 43SEC TOTS ON UTE THEE Tz £4 . ; 


when in the Morning 


* Whercupon his /Somr ſaying, "Now Jou- w1 "Preedily be in"the 
Pp 


ox of your Lord; tary fires vp tis hands; but conld. 


= | Rakion Ce” "37 
© - _*> Now as bſtully Providence (g'orderertt,/thit they Who hive - 

been ſpeaking all their lives long; ſhall not ſay \'much when | 

they come to. die : Blefſed” Hooker in his laſt Sickneſs, when - 


- ing, Xow will quickly; fie \ iſm: Chrift,. and that will mate «- 


mend: fur all "7our pains and-ſurrows : At which words:this Fa- - = 


—— 


.ther again litced up his hands ; but 'after that” he took notice 
of no perſon or thing, 'but concinying ſpeechleſs. untill about 


10 b. P. 4, he quietly breached forch bis laſt, Thus did 


F > 


that Light that had, been ſhining in the Church above Fifty | 


years,” Expire, | | ; | | 5244 £- -; £735 bE Te 
As fome (of the Lords precious ones, have 'hada reall ap- 


,prehenſion” and prz ſenſe of cheir approaching D.ſſolution 
1mprinted on their Spirits , fazt-is-nored; of Ambroſe and of - 
_Gorgonia, of old; and of Geſner , Adelgnithon,, and. < anford 

among Modern Divines: - Thus it was.: with this. holy. man 


7 


ſome time afore his departure, _ The laſt Text, which be taught 


from, and, inſiſted long thereon, was that 2 Timothy 4.6,7,8. 
1 am now. ready to be offered, and the time. of my departure. u at 
hand , -I bave fought 4 good fight , 1 have finiſhed my courſe, - 


1 have kept. the Faith:. Henceforth there us laid up \for me 4 
Crown of.. Rig htraw(pe(s, which the Lord. the rig cam, wage-will 


give me at, that aay ;. and not. to. me.onely ,. but unto all\ thew 


alſo that- lave his appraring. And the portion, of Scripture. 


which before that. he had. inſiſted upon, was. F«b 14, 14+. Ab 
the dayes { my appointed time, will 1 Wait tif my change come, 
The Lord. found bis bleſſed, Servant, ſo, doing.;- Alſo.che. lat 
. - Private Conference- Mecting, which he. was 'ar. 10, Dorcheſter, he 
had 223543. a ſpeak. from thoſe words; 2 Cor,5:1. For we 
know that if oxr earthly houſe of this. tabernacle were Wſſolvea, 


- 7-4» 


we bave a building of God, an, houſe not made with hands," eer- 
rall in the Heavens: But bodily pains, prevented him, from 
ſpeaking what was in. his heart 'to-haye, expreſſed; .che"Lord 
intending that he ſhouſd no more ſpeak of, but: ſee that place 
. which he had ſo much and ſo,often thought on; and long prayed 
£00 OG: oo enatots kt aka: 
.He was, eſpecially, in his.laſt Sickneſs, s Pattern of , Patience, 
'For although extremity, of pain, wichauc,, any; acute Diſcaſe, 


was that which broughc -him-co his Grave, zyerthe. did never 


y +4 
: 3 


-  ſo.much as oncecry qui fromfirfi to laſt, andit was very rare 


= 


. bo. hear him ſo. much as groan (bur. never grumble) under” 
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| his: dolorous Griefs, In this Sickneſs, whereof he: died, he 


was. much delighted in reading DoRor. Gooawins. Diſcourſe 
about Patience, in which-Book he read ill the very day of his 
Death, - Once in his Sickneſs , his Son ſaying to him, thae 
inaſmuch as ſ&Feral ſmall Stones were come from himlin bis 
Urine, now poſſible he might have ſome eaſe; his Father 
anſwered with an. aff:Ring earneſtneſs of expreſſion, As for 
that matter, the Will of the Lord'be done. Such was' his 'grace 


and: patience. And at the ſame time his Son ſaying to him, 


God hath ſhewed. his great faith(ulneſt unto you, having nphela 
you now for the ſpace of more then Fifty years in his Service, 
and, imployed-you therein without ceaſing ,, which can 'be ſaid of 
very few men upon the face-of the whole:Earth, His Father replied, 
Tow ſay true, 1 muſt acknowledge the mercy of God. hath been 
great towards me all my dayes : but TI muſt alſo acknowleage, that 
1 have had many failings, and the thought of them abaſeth me, 


.and Wworketh patience in me, . When any one asked him how: he 


did ; his uſual Anſwer was, Far from well, .yet- far better then 


my iniquities deſerve, Thus did he: (like old Auſtin who died 
reading the Penitential Pſalms) keep np 4 ſpirit of i Repentance | 


to the laſt, 21360 
As -he was a man faithful and fearing God above many, fo 


the Lord ſhewed great faithfulneſs unto.him, both in making 


bim ſerviceable unto the laſt, yea:and continuing the vigour 


of -his $pirit, and power of his Miniſtry. - Few :men, though 


young, are knowtr to Preach with: ſuch vigour as he did but 


ten dayes before his death.” - Alfo the 'Lord was fairhful and 
gracious to him, in reſpeR of his Children, It: was, a ſpecial 
- token of Divine favour unto ſome of the - Ancients, that their 


Sons after them ſucceeded ih the Miniſtry ; ſo was jt with the 


Fathers of. Gregory Nazianzen, Gregory Nyſſen, Baſil, Hilary, 


&c, Andthe Lord cheered the heart of this his Servant in 


| his old Age, by giving him to ſee moſt of his Sons imployed 
4n.the Miniſtry many. years before theic precious Father's 


dectaſe, | He left four. Sons inthat Work, one of whom, viz, 


Mr, Eleazar Mather, late Paſtor of the Church at Northam- 
Fronin New-Enfland, went to his reſt .aboyt three Moneths 


after 


v3, 
PLS 1 
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*N | 4.4 Life and Deathof FY 
after his Father, with him to ſound forth the praiſes of ' God 
amongſt the Spirits of - juſt men made perfe&t. The other 
three are yer ſurviving, vis, Mr. Samuel Mather, Teacher 
of a Church in Dabliz, Mr, Nathaniel Mather, late Miniſter | 
of Barnſtable in Devon, and ſince in Rotterdam in Holland ,, 
and [ncreaſe Mather of Bofton.in New- England. | 

_ » Concernirg his Judgement. - Touching matters of ' Fair *_ 
and Doftrine, his large Catechifm which contains the Summe 
- of the Body of Divinity, doth ſufficiently manifeſt his Ortho- 
doxneſs to the World. Tndeed he was a {trenuous oppoſer of 
che Errours of the Times. Touching werſoip and Diſcipline; - 
he was for- che true .Congrepational-Way, in oppoſition to 
both theExtremes of Browniſm-on the one hand, and Presby- 
terianiſm* on the other. hand. - As for Browniſm, he was of- 
the ſame apprehenſion wich Mr.- Dod and Mr. Cotton, That- 
God is not wont:to make choice: of men infamous for groſs 
Vices (as that Brown and Barrow were) -to be the Diſcoyerers 
of momentous Truths: And: to manifeſt rhat he was farre 
from the Errour of that Way, -he- hath left a judicions Ma- 
nuſcript, proving' that although Power,” i, e.' Priviledge and 
Liberty doth belong ro the Frarerrity, yet that Rule is pro- 
per tothe Pregbytery of: the-Church, As for Presbyterianiſm, 
his Printed Books in Anſwer to Mr; Herlearid Mr. Ratherford, 
ſhew how farre he was diſtant from that Perſwafion, Alfo 
ſome years before his Death, he prepared for the Preſs ari 
Elaborate D ſcourſe ; Enticuled, 4 Plea for the-Churches of 
New-England; divided into Two Parts: The former being an 
Anſwer t» Hr, Rithbands Narration of Church-Conrſes in. + 
- New-England; The other - containing Poſitive Grounds ' from 
Stripture and Reaſon , for the fuſtification- of the Way of the 
Ghurches in New- England, Not many weeks-beforehis, death 
_ a.Friend acquainting him, that ſome reported that he had de- 
«tired himſelf to be a Presbyterian, He replied, Yow rel! me 
a ſtrange thing : 1 have writren Books in Defence of the Con- 
gregationall-Way, as differing from the Piesbyterian, and oth 
auy one ſay I adrclarid my ſelf. for that Perſwafow? It ts ng 
thin. ſo, , Atiche ſame time it being ſaid.ra him, that ah" 
: the. 
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. 'Mr. Richard 'Mathtr: 


the principal hand in the Platform of Diſcipline, and'had be 


not changed his judgement from that? His'Anſwer was, Ne, 


not in any one particular: that I know of. 


His way of Preaching was plain, aiming to ſhoot his Ar* 


' rows not over his peoples heads, but into their Hearts and. 
'Conſciences. Whence he ſtudioufly avoided obſcure phraſes, 
'Exotick words, or an unneceflary citation of Latine Senten- 
ces, which ſome men addi& themfclyes to the: uſe of; Mr. 


Dod was wont to ſay, That '/o much Latine was ſo much_flefh 


in a Sermon :. So did this humble man look upon the affeRtarion 
- of ſuch things in a Popalar Auditory to ſavour of Carnal wiſ- 
. dome, _ The Lord gave him-an excellent' faculcy in making ab- 


ſtruſe things plain, chat in handling the deepeſt Myſteries he 


would accommodate himfelf ro Vulgar- Capacities, that even 


the meaneſt might learn ſomething, - He knew: how to expreſs 
Kaind. xolrns xj xot'e xaryes, He would often uſe that Say- 
ing, Artis eft celare Artem, And much approved -that of 


Arſtin, If (ſaid he) 5, preget Learnealy, thin onety the Learn- 
64 and not. the Unlearned can underſtand and- prefit by 'me;, but 


if .I- preach. plain, then Learned and Unlearned both can under- 
ſtand, ſo I may profit all, He was: Mighty inthe Scriptures-: 
Whence Mr. Hocker would ſay of him, - 44y Breather Mather 


.- 4 mighty man, Alſo his uſuall way of Delivery was very 


Powertul, Amkening, and Zealous , eſpecially in his younger 
ears, there. being few'men. of ſo great {trength- of body as 
e, which rogether with his natural fervour 'of Spiric, being 

ſanRified, made his Miniſtry the more powerful, And the 

Lord went forth with his Labours to the Conyerſion of many, 


_ . both in-Exglaxdandin New-England, Yer though his way of 


Preaching was plain and zealous, it was- moreover. Subſtantial 
and very Judicious, Even in his beginning times, Mr.G«lebrand 


.* (a famous Miniſter in Lancaſaire, and the more famous, 'for 


that though he did exceedingly Stammer in his. ordinary dif- 
courſe, he would Pray and Preach as fluently as any: man) 
once having heard him. Preach, asked what his Name might be? 


And anſwer. being: made. chat. his Name was Aather ,” Nay 


(ſajd Mr, Gill:brand) call bim 24atter, for. believe it this man 
| #3: : hath 


37 


' oveat loſs. 


The Life and Death of _ | 
hath Subſtance in bim,. Yea;. ſuch was 'his- Solidity: of Fudge-- 


ment, that ſome-who were his Oppoſites, yet d1d therefore 
greatly reſpeR and honour him. - DoRor Pary (then Biſhop 
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_ matbelfle of Man) having- heard Mr. Mather was Stlenced,. 


lamentedit, ſaying; If Mather be Silenced J: am (orry: for it, 
for he Wwas a. ſolid man, and the Church of Ged hath then. a 


- 


Q { ” | - 6 | . | 
Becauſe he was eſteemed” eminently 7adicions, therefore 


amongſt the Reverend Elders in New-England, he was much 
improved in Managing the Controverſies then under D-bare 
about Church-Government. The Diſcourſe about the Church- 


| Govenant,, and the Anſwer to the XXXII. 2=eſtions , both. 


wricten Ano 1639. although they paſs under the 'Name of 


' the Elders of New-England, Mr. ather was the ſole Author 


of, as Mr, Cotton in his Anſwer to Baily, pag.70. and- Anſwer 
to Williams, pag:63. and Mr. Nathaniel Mather in his Epiſtle. 
to the XXI. Dneftions concerning Church-members: and their 
Children, have truely related. And when_ there was-a Synod: 


' called to Conyeneat Cambridge, ' Anno 1647. that Reverend. _ 


Aſembly deſired; three Elders to draw up A_'oatll ov 

Charch Government againſt the next Seſſton, ,viz. Mr. Cottoy, 
Mr. Mather , and Mr. Partrich; The Printed Platform of 
Diſcipline is for: the. ſubſtance of it the ſame wh that which" 
was Compoſed by Mr. father, It might be ſaid. of him, as 
was ſaid of that bleſſed 2Zartyr, that he was ſparing in his 
Diet, ſparing in his Speech , moſt ſparing of all of his-Time. 
He was very diligent both-as' to duties of general and parti- | 
cular Calling, which .are indeed*the two. Pillars upoa,which - - 
Religion ſtands. As to his general Calling; He was much'in.. 
Prayer, eſpecially in his Study,- where he ofc-times ſpent whole - 
dayes with God in ſuing for a Blefling upon himſelf and Chil- 

dren, and upon the-people to.whom he was related, and-up-- 
onthe whole Country where he lived. The Requeſts which - . 
upon ſuch occaſions he put up to Godin Jeſus Chriſt, and alſo 
how his heart was: moved to: believe that God heard him, he 
lefr (many of them) in writing amongſt his privare Papers, 


' L ſuppoſe that fo himfelf might have recourſe unto thoſe Ex-- 


periences » 
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; | Mr. Richard Mather.” en 
periences in a time of darkneſs and Temptation, alſo that Lis 
Sons afrer him might ſee by their Fathers Example, what it is 
to Walk before God, Now what a loſs is it to the world when 


ſucha Righteous man 'is taken away! Well might Philo apd - 


ferome weep. bitterly, when they heard of the death of any-- 


ſuch men, becauſeir portended evil tothe places where' they 
had lived, and ſerved God, As he was much in Prayer, fo he 
was very frequent in Hearing the Word, It was his manner 
to attend ſeveral LeEures in Neighbour-Congregations, untill 
his D.ſeaſe made him unable to ride, yea and uſvaily even to 


his old Age (as did Mr, Hilder/ſham) he took Notes from : 


thoſe whom he heard , * profeſling .that. he found protic 
in it. | | 


As to his particular Calling, he was even from his youth a * 
hard Student. Yea his minde was ſo intent upon his Work . 


and Studies, that the very morning before he died, he im- 


portuned thoſe Friends that watched wich him to hep hirn-into - 


his Study : They urging that he was not able to go ſo farre, 


he deſired them to help him and try, which they did : bur ere: 


he was come to the door of his Lodging-room, 7 fee (ſaith 


he) I am not able, yet I have not been in my Study ſcorral dayer, - 
and ts it not a lamentable thing that 1 ſhouli liſe ſo much time ? 


After his entrance upon the Miniſtry,- he was not onely in 


England (as hath -been ſaid) but in New-England abundant * 
in Labotirs': for except when' he had an Aſſiitane wich him - 
(which was -ſeldome ) . he Preached rwice- every Lords-day., 
and a Lecture oncea fortnight, beſides many occaſionall Ser- 


mons both in Publick arid in Private. Alſo. he was much ex- 


erciſed in anſwering many practical Caſes of Crnſcience, and * 
in Polemical, eſpecially Diſciplinary D.ſcourſes; In his Pub- 


" lick Miniſtry in Dorchefter he went over The Book of Geneſis to 


Ghap.38. Pſalm 16. The Whole Bock of the Prophet Z:chariah. 


Hatthews Goſpel, to Chap. 15. 1 Epiſt. to Thiſſ. Chap. 5. 
And the whole Second Epiſtle: of Peter , kis'Notcs Whereon he 


reviewed, and Tranſcribed for the Preſs, not many years be- 


fore his deceaſe. 


Notwithſtanding thoſerare Gif:s and Graces wherewith the 
E 58 E: 4. Lord - 
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Lord had. adorned him, . he was exceeding low and lictle- in 
* his own eyes.” Some have thought that his greateſt .errour _ 
- was, that he did not magnifie his Office, as he might and 
ſometimes ſhould have done, 1f a man muſt erre, it is good 

erring on that hand, Humble enough, and: good enough, was 

the frequent Saying of a- great Divine, And another ob- 
ſerveth, That every man hath juſt as much and no more true worth 
in him, as he hath Humility. Auſtine being asked which was. 

.the moſt excellent grace, anſwered , Humility, and which . 

was the next, anſwered, 'Hamility , and which was the third, 

replied again, Humility, That indeed is Comprehenſively All, 
being of great price in the ſight of God: And if fo, Mr. 
Aather was a man of much Reall Worth. 
So Bras Tt hath been the manner of ſome, in writing Lives to inſert 


- he. the 7yills of thoſe whoſe Lives and Death they have deſcribed. | 


Caltin The laſt 31ll and Teftament of him, whoſe Life and Death 
Bn-ofius Bath thus been related, breathing forth a moſt humble, holy, 


- CFC. 


in the and gracious Spirit, we ſhall here ſubjoyn the Preface and 
__ of . Concluſion of it. It was written with his own hand O06, 
(25 16, 1661, And beginneth as followeth, 


FT Richard Mather,. conſidering the certainty of death, and 
DE the uncertainty of the time thereof ; and withall know- 
ing it tobe the will of God that a man ſhould ſet his Houſe 
#n order before he depart this life, Do. make this my laſt 
Will and Teſtament in manner following. Firſt of all, 1 
, acknowledge the rich and wonYerful Grace and Mercy of 
Almighty God, whoſe hands have -made me and faſhioned . 
me, and who took me out of my Mothers FVomb, that ha-- 
wing made me a Man, who might have made me a Beaſt 
or other . Creature; He hath alſo by his good Providence 
preſerved the beeing and comfort of my life all the dyes of 
my Pilgrimage until! now, even for the. ſpace of theſe Sixty- 
five years : During all which time, he hath not ſuffered 
,me 10 want either food or raiment, or the ſervice of any. 
x | "reature, 
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Mr. Richard Mathers * * 


"creature, which hath been requiſite for my comforta ths ſs b- 
fiſting in this World , which 1 acknowledge. to be the boun- 


reous gift of Him who & Lord of all Creatures, and the 
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High-Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth. Next of all, and © 


more-efpecially I am bound to give Thanks aud Praiſe to 
Him whilſt 1 have any beeing, that T being a Childe of 


Wrath by Nature as well as others, and being born in 4. 
' plateof much Profaneneſs and Popery, he hath of his abun- 


dant zrace vouchſafed to draw me ont of that woful eſtate 
of Sin and Tznorance wherein 7 lay, and to make himſelf 


and his Chriſt known anto me by the Goſpel, of which 
grace I was moſt unworthy; and in his great patience 
and me-cy to bear with my manifold and great offences, 
both before and” ſince the time of his gracious Calling of 


me, though for my unworthy walking. in many particu- 
lars, 1 might juſtly have been for ever rejeted of him. 


Tea and ſuch hath been his rich grage , that-he hath 


wenchſafed to put me an unworthy creature into the Mi- 
niſtry of the Geſpel of his Son, that 1 ſhould not onely 
know ad prefeſs the ſame, ( which is unſpeakable mercy) 
but be alſo a Preacher of it unto others. In which 1m- 
ployment if any thing hath been done" which hath been 


pleaſing unto him, or any way beneficiall to any Childe 
of his, it hath not been 1 that have done the ſame, 
bat the grace of 'God which 'was with me. Foy | 


muſt ' needs achnowledge to thr praiſe of his Patience and 


-Grace , "That -in my poor Miniſtration for the ſpace of 
theſe. Forty two years and upwards, 1 have been much” 


deſetive in Wiſdome and Watchfulncſs over the eoples 
Sonls, in Purity , in Feithfulneſs, in Uprightneſs , Met- 
neſs,, Humility and- Zeal : And becauſe of thſr, and 


many : 


-_ 


76 | = 
 , many other my defetts and offences againſt the Lord, 1 ſtand. _ 
4n much need this day of mercy and” forgiveneſs through 
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his Chrift, and have no cauſe 19 lack for any acceptance 
either in this or in another World , for any Righteouſueſs 
of my own , either as touching my Minift:y or otherwiſe, 
but diſclaiming' all thonght of that kinae , my ontly nuſt. 
and hope is to be accepted of him, «nd. (when this life 
ſhall end) to be ſaved in his Heavenly Kingdome mecr- 


ty by his Free-grace, and the Obedience and precious 


Paſſion and Interceſſion of. his dear Son. And concern-, 
ing Death, as 1 ao belitue it ts appuinted for all men 
once to die; ſo, becauſe 1 ſee 4a great deal of unprofit- 
ableneſs in my own life, and becauſe God hath alſo let 
me. ſee ſuch vanity and emptineſs even in the beſt of 
thoſe Comforts which this life can afford , that T think 1 
may truely ſay, That 7 have ſeen an end of all perfe- 
ion: Therefore if it were the will of God, 7 ſhould be 

lad td be removed hence, where the beſt that ts to be 


 hhd doth yield ſo little ſatisfattion th my Soul , and to 


ceaſe the ſame may be diſpoſed of as followeth, &c. $0 


be brought into his preſence in glory, that there 1 might 
finde ( for there 1 know it is to be had) that ſatisfying 
and All-ſufficient contentment in him , which under the 
Sun is not to be enjoyed. 1n the mean time 1 acſire. to 


ſtay the Lords leiſure. Burt thou, O Lord, how long 1. 


Now concerning my Outward Eſtate, ſith the Earth is. © 
the Lords and the fulneſs thereof, Md bebiuble World, and 
all that is therein ;, to him therefore belongs the praiſe of 


all that 7 poſſeſs in this kinde: And for the portion 
thereof which he hath given unto me, it .is my minde ..' 
and will, if ſo it pleaſe his Highneſs , that afier my de- 


Having | 


he thfþ 
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. ' "demn Charge of 4a Dying Fat 
ſome after my deceaſe to walk in any way of fin and 


left of God , _ the things of God, and of their own 
Fs Jorbis) T, "29 -47 lin try caſe 7 hereby teſtifie unto them, 
| which bare them, , with all;the*Prayers which they have 


 - Will and Solemn Charge ; F theſs will viſe up ceainſ 


. the laſt day. But 7 have better hopes of them; Anddo 


* pea. of their ſons, Believe on 1 the tad Foſur, and 
_ the Goſpd of opy's. as this ; will be to ths Honour and 
F 


Gan, expreſfe#/fi mſelf; he wad to. 
Pempoet Hh Eſtate, w ich being of; private 
= ſhalſ: not- here. oudia. che World. there» 
the diſpoſak of that, he: arg oy with, 
Oorg8-0 ta, his; Children ;;- wich the rehearſall | 
nh. It. is, in. word llowing. © 
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Concerning 11, Sap. Yana with. all the reſt of my.. - «4 
Belawed Se 4 1 hoge--Gad. hath already mage ther —Y | 
| _ af, ther , 0 of 4 his, ſaving. grace. bs 1. 

iſh, for which, 1 ang. they.have cauſe; ta,be, eve 4 
nkfuls 7 think k us amih» fs ths een, | 
their Spiritual good, fo lay u 5 1 - B,” th F, Jer10% and { ſo-- | | 
er, That none 0 them pre- 


wickedneſs in one kinde or another, or *in a careleſs. neg- | 4 | 
Salvation by Chr * for Y; they ſhall ſo do ( which Gol. : 1 ; 
which begat them... and their Mother * 


made, and Tears which they have ſhed for them, their 
Example, their Admonitions, aa Exhortations which they 1 
have adminiſtred to them , together with this my laſt . - + 
"them: as ſo many Teſtimonies for their Condemnation at EE 
thereby declare anto them, That if they ſhall ſein y re- 


hg grace walk in all the wayes of God , 4s becometh 


_ glory 


Chrift, 1 

 Everletive Habitarions 5; 
"fr ot our Fabve alone, but thoſe alſo that have proceeded. 
and come forth Put of © our own bow bs, 10 have their. 
and portion in that Erernall G In ri PT 
that it # may be ſo, Fg commend. f _ : "Fo ſy 
Hove Blefing. > And Tet the'Bl feing of 
Ghrift, be powed ont and. remain "pom ; 
2000s \men. : 
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